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SRM University-AP research student gets prestigious scholarship from IRRI
A Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) student of the Department of Biological Sciences at SRM
University-AP, Andhra Pradesh, Faraz Azeem, has been awarded a prestigious scholarship by
the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), Manila, Philippines. The scholarship will
enable Faraz to carry out a part of his PhD research under the supervision of Dr Jauhar Ali,
Senior Scientist-II, Head - Hybrid Rice Development Consortium (HRDC), Leader - Hybrid
Rice Breeding Cluster, Rice Breeding Platform, International Rice Research Institute, Los
Banos, Philippines, for a period of one year and four months.
Faraz joined SRM University-AP, Andhra Pradesh, in January 2021 and is working on
"Understanding the genetics and molecular biology of nitrogen-use efficiency in rice" under
the guidance of Prof Jayaseelan Murugaiyan, HoD, Department of Biological Sciences, SRM
University-AP. Dr P Sathyanarayanan, President; Prof V S Rao, Vice-Chancellor; Prof D
Narayana Rao, Pro-Vice-Chancellor of SRM University-AP congratulated Faraz for this
accomplishment.
The International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) is a global agricultural research and training
organisation with offices in seventeen countries and headquarters in Los Banos, Laguna,
Philippines. IRRI is well-known for its role in producing rice varieties that contributed to the
1960s Green Revolution, which helped Asia avoid famine. The CGIAR Consortium of
International Agricultural Research Centres, a global alliance of institutions involved in food
security research, includes 15 agricultural research centres worldwide. The International Rice
Research Institute (IRRI) is one of the those. In addition, it is Asia's largest non-profit
agricultural research facility.
SRM University-AP provides a wide array of opportunities and benefits along with its PhD
Programmes. The nascent university has more than 150 PhD students to date in various
departments of Engineering, Science, Liberal Arts, Business Administration and Social
Sciences. SRM University-AP university has a vibrant research environment with state-of-theart facilities along with attractive fellowship, nominal tuition fees and complimentary food and
accommodation at the university campus. The faculty advisers have paramount knowledge and
experience in research along with international exposure. The university also provides support
for journal publications, patent filing, and attending national and international conferences.
SRM University-AP further has MoUs with reputed universities abroad for Student Exchange
Programme. In addition, the university is conducting research projects funded by prominent
organisations, industries and the Government of India. Research projects sponsored by DST,
DST-NSM, DBT, DBT-Wellcome Trust, UGC-DAE, ARBL, Titan industries etc are a few of
the current ongoing projects.

